
Motor Carriers

1. Insurance 2. Vehicle Inspection 3. Vehicle Plating

Motor Carrier License Requirements:

Motor Carriers are classified to include commercial bus companies, school bus operations, and van pools with a 
capacity of 9 or more passengers, excluding the driver.

Insurance requirements are as follows:
•	 vehicles	20	passengers	and	under 

$2,000,000 Third Party Liability 
(inclusive limits) and $2,000,000 
passenger liability and property 
damage (inclusive limits)

•	 vehicles	21	passengers	or	over	
$2,000,000 third party liability 
(inclusive limits) and $3,000,000 
passenger liability and property 
damage (inclusive limits)

Vehicle Inspection required:
• A semi-annual inspection by a  

Motor Carrier Division inspector  
(no fee)

The owner is responsible to 
a) supply a place for the Inspector  

to inspect the vehicle(s), and
b) supply a person other than the 

Inspector to drive the vehicle during 
the road and brake test portion of 
the inspection.

• The annual plating fee is  
$515.30 per vehicle. 

• An additional $257.65 is required  
for each extra-provincial plate.

• If the applicant is applying for an 
extra-provincial plate only, the fee  
is $515.30 per plate. 

NOTE: It is recommended that new applicants do not invest in vehicles until they have been granted an operating authority  
by the Board.

© Nova Scotia Community Transportation Network 2021


